REGULAR BOARD MEETING

December 17, 2013
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

These are the proceedings of the Regular Board meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Gouverneur held Tuesday, evening, on December 17, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. in the Court Room of the Municipal Building.

          ROLL CALL:      PRESENT:    

                                           Mayor Ronald McDougall

                                           Trustee Charles Newvine

                                           Trustee Nelson Lawrence
       Trustee Roger LaPierre


       Trustee Shelly Simons-Washburn




       Village Clerk/Treasurer, Jennifer Link 

       Deputy Clerk/Treasurer, Barbara Finnie
       Superintendent of Public Works, Michael Moroz
                                           Chief of Police, Gordon Ayen
       Code Enforcement Officer, Michael McQuade
       Recreation Director, Casey Canell

Village Clerk administered the Oath of Office to newly elected official Trustee Roger LaPierre.


Trustee Newvine made a motion to approve November board meetings minutes with corrections.  Trustee Washburn seconded the motion and it was carried. 
Old Business

Mayor McDougall announced that a six month probation period is part of the new hire protocol, which refers back to Christopher Fitzgerald’s original motion on November 19, 2013 to be effective on December 9, 2013.  

Mayor McDougall updated the Board and the Public on the DOT-Route 11 Project as well as the Kinney Drugs water test that was done on December 3, 2013.
New Business

Trustee Lawrence made a motion to approve Doug Cota’s resignation from the Zoning Board of Appeals with regret.  Trustee Newvine seconded the motion and it was carried.


Trustee Newvine made a motion to appoint Thomas Cummings to the Zoning Board of Appeals.  Trustee Lawrence seconded the motion and it was carried.


There was a discussion regarding the sidewalk snow removal.  Due to no bids being received for the sidewalk snow removal the village will repeat the 2012-2013 process.


Trustee LaPierre made a motion to approve the Recreation Center building use for the SLC Arts and to waive the associated fees.  Trustee Newvine accepted the motion and it was carried.


Trustee Newvine made a motion to approve the Recreation Center building use for the Senior Citizens Club and to waive the associated fees.  Trustee Washburn accepted the motion and it was carried.

Trustee Lawrence made a motion to approve the Recreation Center building use for the Neighborhood Center and to waive the associated fees as long as the instructor of the program is volunteer and no money is being exchanged.  Trustee Washburn accepted the motion and it was carried.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1A RESOLUTION

TO COMMIT RESOURCES FROM

THE LOCAL REVOLVING LOAN FUNDS

TO SUPPORT REDEVELOPMENT PROJECTS

UNDER THE MAIN STREET REVITALIZATION PROGRAM


WHEREAS, the Village of Gouverneur has developed a Main Street Revitalization Program that is intended to support redevelopment activities in the Central Business District including facade and streetscape improvements and projects that will create new apartments on the upper floors of commercial buildings in the downtown area; and


WHEREAS, the Village of Gouverneur administers three separate Revolving Loan Funds that are capitalized with loan repayments that have been generated by activities that were financed with Community Development Block Grants that have been received from the Buffalo Office of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development before 2000 and from the NYS Office of Community Renewal (and its predecessors) since 2000; and


WHEREAS, the Revolving Loan Funds are available to support a variety of local community development activities and have already been committed to provide interim financing for projects that are approved under the Main Street Revitalization Program; 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Village of Gouverneur will commit up to $200,000 to support redevelopment projects that are being considered under the Main Street Revitalization Program as detailed in grant applications that are being submitted to the NYS Office of Community Renewal to secure funding under the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program and the Home Investment Partnerships (HOME) Program; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that financing will be provided from the local Revolving Loan Funds (RLF) on the following terms:


a.
RLF funds that are used for facade improvements will be structured as grants that will not be repaid if the property owner complies with all requirements of the program during a ten year regulatory period after each project is completed; and


b.
RLF funds that are used for redevelopment activities, including work required to create new apartments on the upper floors of those buildings will be structured as loans that will be repaid over ten years with terms to be negotiated for each project.

Trustee LaPierre made a motion to approve the above resolution.  Trustee Lawrence seconded the motion and it was carried.

DPW Superintendent, Michael Moroz, addressed the Board regarding the condition of Riverside Cemetery’s sidewalk.  The Board directed Michael Moroz to contact the Association to make repairs to the sidewalk.

Trustee Lawrence made a motion authorize payment of the December 2013 audited bills in the amount of:  General Fund - $89,312.71, Water Fund - $34,422.04, Electric Fund - $20,168.71, Sewer Fund - $34,371.34, NYS Home Program - $3,690.00, Community Development - $157,928.81. Trustee Washburn seconded the motion and it was carried. 
Mayor’s Comments

Mayor McDougall announced that the Town of Gouverneur has been awarded the Community Center grant in the amount of $400,000, the Village of Gouverneur has been awarded a grant study for the pump station in the amount of $30,000, and that the Village Board along with Bernier Carr & Associates will hold a meeting on January 9, 2014 at 10:00 am with Municipal Solutions to discuss financing for the Water Filter Rebuild Project.
Announcements

The next scheduled Regular Village Board Meeting will be held on January 21, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. 
The Village Offices and Department of Public Works will be closed on Tuesday, December 24, 2013 and Wednesday, December 25, 2013 in observance of Christmas.

The Village Offices and Department of Public Works will be closed on Wednesday, January 1, 2014 in observance of New Year’s Day.

Effective November 15, 2013 thru April 15, 2014 there will be a parking ban on all village streets between the hours of 2:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m.

This is a reminder to all residents, merchants and landowners to please remove the snow from all sidewalks in a timely basis in order to protect our pedestrians.  

Trustee LaPierre made a motion to go into Executive Session regarding contractual/legal matters at 7:55 pm.  Trustee Lawrence seconded the motion and it was carried.

Trustee Lawrence made a motion to reconvene the regular Board Meeting at 9:00p.m.  Trustee Washburn seconded the motion and it was carried.

Mayor McDougall announced the following motions made in Executive Session.

Trustee Newvine made a motion to hire Angela Knowlton as a Permanent Police Dispatcher as soon as practical with her current employer and pending new hire protocol pursuant to the Dispatcher Association contract.  Trustee Lawrence seconded the motion and it was carried.

EXTRACT OF MINUTES

Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the

Village of Gouverneur, in the

County of St. Lawrence, New York

December 17, 2013

*          *          *

A meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Gouverneur, in the County of St. Lawrence, New York, was held at Village Hall, 33 Clinton Street, in the Village, on December 17, 2013 at 7:00 o’clock P.M. (Prevailing Time).

	There were present:
	Hon. Ronald P. McDougall

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Trustees:
	Nelson Lawrence

	
	Roger LaPierre

	
	Charles Newvine

	
	Shelly Simons-Washburn

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Also present:
	Jennifer Link, Village Clerk/Treasurer 

	
	Barbara A. Finnie, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer

	
	Henry J. Leader, Esq., Village Attorney


*          *          *

Trustee Roger LaPierre offered the following resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE OF GOUVERNEUR, IN THE COUNTY OF ST. LAWRENCE, NEW YORK, ADOPTED DECEMBER 17, 2013, STATING THE REVISED ESTIMATED MAXIMUM COST OF THE CONSTRUCTION OF IMPROVEMENTS TO THE VILLAGE’S WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEM HERETOFORE AUTHORIZED BY THE VILLAGE

Recitals

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of the Village of Gouverneur (hereinafter sometimes called the “Village”), in the County of St. Lawrence, New York, has heretofore duly authorized the construction of certain improvements to the Village’s wastewater treatment system, including but not limited to upgrades to the sludge removal and aeration system (hereinafter sometimes called, the “Project”), located in the Village, at the estimated maximum cost of $2,953,000.00, which amount was appropriated for such purpose and authorized to be financed by the issuance of $2,953,000.00 serial bonds pursuant to the bond resolution adopted by said Board of Trustees on October 17, 2006, as amended by the Bond Resolution adopted by said Board on August 18, 2009; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the advice of Bernier, Carr & Associates, engineers to the Village, the Board of Trustees of the Village heretofore determined that in connection with the Project, it was necessary to provide for the additional removal of sludge from Lagoon No. 2 of the Village’s wastewater treatment system, at the cost of $64,554.08 and as a result of the foregoing, on October 19, 2010, said Board of Trustees adopted a resolution which determined the estimated maximum cost of the Project, including preliminary costs and costs incidental thereto and the financing thereof, to be $3,017,554.08 and appropriated $64,554.08 from the General Fund of the Village, in addition to said $2,953,000.00 originally appropriated for the Project, to fund the $64,554.08 increase in the cost of the Project; and

WHEREAS, due to additional increased costs of $31,053.00, the estimated maximum cost of the Project, including preliminary costs and costs incidental thereto and the financing thereof, is $3,048,607.00.

Now, therefore,

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF GOUVERNEUR, IN THE COUNTY OF ST. LAWRENCE, NEW YORK, HEREBY RESOLVES (by the favorable vote of not less than two-thirds of all the members of said Board of Trustees) AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1.  The Village of Gouverneur, in the County of St. Lawrence, New York (herein called the “Village”), hereby determines that the estimated maximum cost of the construction of improvements to the Village’s wastewater treatment system (hereinafter sometimes called the “Project”) is $3,048,607.00, said improvements being heretofore approved by the Board of Trustees of the Village and more particularly described in the maps, plans and estimates of cost prepared by Bernier, Carr & Associates and in the Bond Resolution adopted by the Board on October 17, 2006 (the “2006 Bond Resolution), as amended by the Bond Resolution adopted by the Board on August 18, 2009 (the “Amending Bond Resolution”), and the Resolution adopted by the Board on October 19, 2010 appropriating $64,554.08 from the General Fund of the Village (the “2010 Resolution”).  The plan of financing includes the issuance of $2,953,000.00 serial bonds heretofore authorized pursuant to the 2006 Bond Resolution and the Amending Bond Resolution, the expenditure of $64,554.08 from the General Fund pursuant to the 2010 Resolution and the expenditure of $31,053.00 from available funds of the Village, to pay the cost of the Project and the levy and collection of taxes on all the taxable real property in the Village to pay the principal of said bonds and the interest thereon as the same shall become due and payable. 

Section 2.  This resolution shall take place immediately.  

The adoption of the foregoing resolution was seconded by Trustee Nelson Lawrence and duly put to a vote on roll call, which resulted as follows:

AYES: 5

NOES:

The resolution was declared adopted.

********

Trustee Lawrence made a motion to adjourn the regular board meeting.  Trustee Newvine seconded the motion and it was carried.

_____________________________                                           
 VILLAGE CLERK
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