THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2015

SPECIAL BOARD MEETING
11:00 A.M.


These are the proceedings of the special board meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Gouverneur held Thursday, February 12, 2015, in the Court Room of the Municipal Building.

PRESENT:   

 


Mayor Ronald McDougall
Deputy Mayor Charles Newvine

Trustee Nelson Lawrence

Village Clerk/Treasurer Jennifer Link
Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Barbara Finnie

DPW Superintendent Danny Forbes

Also present was NYS DEC representatives Erik Latremore, Jessica Hart and Dick McDonald and Special Village Attorney Robert J. Leader, Esq., H.L. Turner Group, Inc. representative engineer John Lavigne, P.E. and two spectators who did not identify themselves, U.S. Department of Fish and Wildlife representative joined the meeting late.
Mayor McDougall called the Public Hearing to order, read the minutes and the Notice published in the Tribune Press on January 23, 2015, and had the Affidavit of Publication entered into the minutes.
“NOTICE JOINT AGENCY/

PUBLIC MEETING “

“On February 12, 2015, the Village of Gouverneur will hold a meeting to explain the proposed project and potential environmental impacts and discuss the date and studies to be provided in its upcoming application to the Federal Regulatory Commission for a license for a proposed 240 kilowatt hydroelectric project for the Gouverneur Hydroelectric Project, FERC No. 1463500-N.Y. The project would be located at the intersection of U.S. Route 11 and the Oswegatchie River in the Village and Town of Gouverneur, ST. Lawrence County, State of New York. 


The meeting will be held at 11:00 a.m. in the Village of Gouverneur Municipal Building, Court Room, located at 33 Clinton Street, Gouverneur, New York 13642.  The major issues to be discussed include: A site visit is scheduled for 12:00 p.m. that day.  For more information contact John R. Lavigne, P. E., C.F.M. of the H.L. Turner Groups, Inc. at 1-603-228-1122 or Robert J. Leader Esq. or Henry J. Leader, Esq. of Case & Leader, LLP at 1-315-287-2000. 

Dated: January 23, 2015”

Mayor McDougall turned the meeting over to Village Attorney Robert Leader and Village Consultants H.L. Turner Group, Inc’s., John Lavigne, P.E.


John Lavigne, P.E. asked the NYS DEC representatives if there was anything that they would like to add that was not stated in the comment letter. They did not have anything to add.  Mr. Lavigne reviewed the size equipment, power produced, and operation of the existing hydroelectric facility.  He then set forth the scope and requirements of the proposal if a license was granted.  He then discussed with the “stakeholders” the potential environmental effects.  In a colloquy with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services and the N.Y.S. Department of Conservation and representatives, their comment letters were discussed and it was agreed that the Village of Gouverneur would present its plans for studies and the way and extent they would be implemented.  The stakeholders agreed they would review the Villages’ proposal, make any changes they felt necessary and the Village would then undertake the studies.


Since Steve Patch, USD Fish and Wildlife representative arrived at the public hearing approximately 11:40 a.m.  Mr. Lavigne reviewed his previous comments and asked if Mr. Patch had anything he would like to add that was not already covered in his comment letter. He did not wish to add anything.  

Mayor McDougall asked for public comments.


Being no comment Trustee Newvine made a motion to adjourn the special board meeting.  Trustee Lawrence seconded the motion and it was carried.









________________










       VILLAGE CLERK

