REGULAR BOARD MEETING

JANUARY 21, 2014
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

These are the proceedings of the Regular Board meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Gouverneur held Tuesday, evening, on January 21, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the Court Room of the Municipal Building.

          ROLL CALL:      PRESENT:    

                                           Mayor Ronald McDougall

                                           Trustee Charles Newvine

                                           Trustee Nelson Lawrence-Absent
       Trustee Roger LaPierre-Absent


       Trustee Shelly Simons-Washburn




       Village Clerk/Treasurer, Jennifer Link 

       Deputy Clerk/Treasurer, Barbara Finnie
       Superintendent of Public Works, Michael Moroz
                                           Chief of Police, Gordon Ayen-Absent
       Code Enforcement Officer, Michael McQuade
       Recreation Director, Casey Canell

Mayor McDougall announced that due to the quorum that he will vote on all motions made.

Trustee Washburn made a motion to approve December board meetings minutes.  Trustee Newvine seconded the motion and it was carried. 
New Business
WATER/SEWER

RESOLUTION

JANUARY 21, 2014

WHEREAS, a portion of the water and sewer use fees may be deductible on taxpayers income tax returns, and

WHEREAS, a portion that is deductible is the amount used for maintenance or repair or for the purpose of meeting interest charges with respect to such benefits;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that for the purpose of income tax deduction, 89% of the water fee and 75% of the sewer fee have been allocated for interest and maintenance for the year 2013.

Motion made by Trustee Newvine seconded by Trustee Washburn.
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  

BUDGET AMENDMENT

JANUARY 21, 2014


WHEREAS, the Village needs to amend the budget for the Community Development budget to reflect an increase in account CD8662.411 – Construction in the amount of $20,000.00, a decrease in account CD8686.411 – Program Delivery in the amount of $15,000.00 and a decrease in account CD8687.411 - Administration in the amount of $5,000.00. 


THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village Board authorizes the Deputy Clerk/ Treasurer amend the Community Development budget.  


Motion made by Trustee Newvine, seconded by Trustee Washburn.

HOLDING HARMLESS 

THE COUNTY OF ST. LAWRENCE 

FOR PROVIDING SERVICE 

FOR VILLAGE OF GOUVERNEUR

WHEREAS, the Village of Gouverneur is desirous of St. Lawrence County Department of Highways providing shared services such as paving, shoulder widening, signage, road stripping, blasting and other routine maintenance activities to the Village, and

WHEREAS, both the Village of Gouverneur and the County of St. Lawrence are desirous of promoting partnering efforts for the safety of the traveling public in St. Lawrence County, and

WHEREAS, in this joint cooperative endeavor, the Village of Gouverneur and the County of St. Lawrence desires to be reimbursed for their expenditures, and

WHEREAS, the Village is aware that the County may incur liability in the providing of the services and wished to indemnify the County in this regard,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Village of Gouverneur hereby agrees to defend, indemnify and hold harmless the County of St. Lawrence from and against liability, loss, damage, claim or action resulting from the work performed by St. Lawrence County Department of Highways.  The Village of Gouverneur does not indemnify and hold harmless the County for any liability, loss, damage, claim, or action which arises during the actual performance of services by the St. Lawrence County Department of Highways.  Said St. Lawrence County Department of Highways and the County of St. Lawrence assumes the liability for losses, damages and claims for the actual physical performance of the work, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the following request for General Liability (GL) coverage is as follows:

General Liability Insurance

On an “Occurrence” basis, with the following limits:

$1,000,000 Each Occurrence

$2,000,000 General Aggregate

$1,000,000 Products Aggregate

$1,000,000 Personal Injury

$     50,000 Fire Damage Legal Liability 

$       5,000 Medical Payment Expense

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that St. Lawrence County shall be an additional insured on the GL Policy, via ISO endorsement CG 2026.

Trustee Washburn made a motion to approve the above resolution.  Trustee Newvine seconded the motion and it was carried.

LOCAL HEALTH OFFICER AGREEMENT

Parties to the Agreement:

A. County of St. Lawrence

48 Court Street

Canton New York  13617

Hereinafter referred to as the “County”

B. Village of Gouverneur

 33 Clinton Street

 Gouverneur, New York 13642

Hereinafter referred to as the “Village”

This Agreement made and executed as of the 21st day of January 2014, between the County and the Village as set forth above.

Witnesseth:

WHEREAS, the Village wishes to have appointed the County Public Health Director as the Village Local Health Officer; and

WHEREAS, the County Public Health Director agrees to act as the Local Health Officer for the Village, thereby eliminating the need for the Village to appoint and pay a local health officer; and

WHEREAS, it is appropriate for the County and the Village to enter into this agreement as an effective means of accomplishing the goals of the Village.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the preceding and the terms and conditions herein contained, it is mutually agreed upon between the County and the Village hereto as follows:

1. The Gouverneur Village Board will appoint the County Public Health Director as the Local Health Officer for the Village.

2. The Public Health Director and/or his/her designee, in furtherance of this appointment, will investigate complaints of public health nuisances arising within the Village.

3. When necessary to resolve public health nuisances with the Village, the Director and/or his/her staff member(s) will present facts and recommendations to the Village Board of Health for its enforcement action.

4. The payment of costs to abate a public health nuisance, when necessary, shall be a Village cost.

5. The Village Board of Health consists of the Village Board.

6. The duration of this agreement will begin January 1, 2014 and will end on December 31, 2017.

Trustee Newvine made a motion to enter into the above agreement.  Trustee Washburn seconded the motion and it was carried.

Trustee Newvine made a motion to authorize a notice to be published to advertise for Chemical Bids.  Trustee Washburn seconded the motion and it was carried.

PUMP STATION UPGRADE STUDY

ENGINEERING PLANNING GRANT

RESOLUTION

JANUARY 21, 2014


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor is authorized to execute a Grant Agreement with the NYS Environmental  Facilities Corporation and any and all other contract documents and instruments necessary to bring about the Project and to fulfill the Village of Gouverneur’s obligations under the New York Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF)  Engineering Planning Grant Agreement.


Motion made by Newvine, seconded by Trustee Washburn and carried. 

PUMP STATION UPGRADE STUDY

ENGINEERING

 PLANNING GRANT

RESOLUTION

JANUARY 21, 2014


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Village Board of the Village of Gouverneur authorizes and appropriates a minimum of 20% local match as required by the Engineering Planning Grant Program for the Pump Station Upgrade Study.  Under the Engineering Planning Grant Program, this local match must be at least 20% of the total project cost.  The maximum local share appropriated subject to any changes agreed to by the Mayor shall not exceed $ 7,500.00-based upon 20% of total estimated project costs of $ 37,500.00                . 


Motion made by Trustee Washburn, seconded by Trustee Newvine and carried. 

PUMP STATION UPGRADE STUDY

ENGINEERING

 PLANNING GRANT

RESOLUTION

JANUARY 21, 2014


WHEREAS, 6 NYCRR Section 617.5 (Title 6 of the New York Code of Rules and Regulations)under the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR) provides that certain actions identified in subdivision C of that section are not subject to environmental review under the Environmental Conservation Law.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Village Board of the Village of Gouverneur hereby determines that the proposed Pump Station Upgrade study  
is a Type II action in accordance with 6 NYCRR Section 617.5 (C) of subparagraphs 21 and 29 and is therefore not subject to review under 6NYCRR Part 617.


Motion made by Newvine, seconded by Trustee Washburn and carried. 


Trustee Newvine made a motion authorize payment of the January 2014 audited bills in the amount of:  General Fund - $108,364.67, Water Fund - $68,720.51, Electric Fund - $8,773.45, Sewer Fund - $76,535.50, NYS Home Program - $9,177.07.  Trustee Washburn seconded the motion and it was carried. 
Mayor’s Comments

Mayor McDougall gave an update on the switchgear project and water filter rebuild project.  He also stated that he received a call from the School Superintendent to set up a meeting with a couple of Board Members from the Village, Town and School to look at consolidation and ways to save money.

Public Participation 

Tom Conklin with the Gouverneur Fire Department presented the Board an annual update of call stats for the Fire Department for the year 2013.


Many members of the Gouverneur Fire Department were present to discuss concerns of unkind words toward the Fire Department regarding Trustee Newvine and his personal connection with the Funeral of Skyler Way.  Tom Conklin asked the Board to address the concerns with Trustee Newvine and hold him responsible for his actions as Village Trustee.  Trustee Newvine responded that he will be available to talk on a personal level with any member.
Announcements

The next scheduled Regular Village Board Meeting will be held on February 18, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. 
The Village Offices and Department of Public Works will be closed on Monday, February 17, 2014 in observance of Presidents Day. 

Effective November 15, 2013 thru April 15, 2014 there will be a parking ban on all village streets between the hours of 2:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m.

This is a reminder to all residents, merchants and landowners to please remove the snow from all sidewalks in a timely basis in order to protect our pedestrians.  

Trustee Newvine made a motion to adjourn the regular board meeting.  Trustee Washburn seconded the motion and it was carried.

_____________________________                                           
 VILLAGE CLERK
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